_ PRESIDENT 


John J. Zakarian 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
St. Louis, Mo. 68101 


E VICE PRESIDENT 


Clarke M. Thomas 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222 


TREASURER 
Robert T. Pittman 
St. Petersburg Times 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


SECRETARY 

* Robert T, Barnard 
The Courier-Journal 
Louisville, Ky. 40202 


DIRECTORS 
Reese Cleghorn 
The Charlotte Observer 
Charlotte, N.C. 28201 


Gilbert Cranberg 
Des Moines Register & Tribune 
Des Moines, Iowa 50804 


John G. McCullough 
The Evening & Sunday Bulletin 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 


83731 


Ann L. Merriman 
The Richmond News Leader 
Richmond, Va. 28213 


William E. Rone, Jr. 
The State { 
Columbia, S.C. 29202 ¥ 


Desmond Stone 
Democrat & Chronicle 
Rochester, N. Y. 14614 


_ Approved For pekany, 36 iol Lapis P88-0131 300600 V/s 
' ii ; s ye . 9 i 


1985 NV Lbveot: Novthuvest 
Washington, DE. 20036 


Telephone (202) 785-1084 


October 20, 1976 


Dear Mr. Falkiewicz: 

As agreed, I am following up our telephone conver- 
sation of Oct. 19 with this letter regarding a possible 
meeting between CIA officials and three or four of our 
members. The purpose of the meeting would be to exchange 
views on a subject of direct concern to our members and 
to all legitimate information media in this country. 


We would like to know, for instance, whether we 
can continue to rely on information found in foreign pub- 
lications. Many newspapers frequently print excerpts 
from foreign publications and many journalists, particu-~ 
larly editorial writers, find this information helpful 
in the formulation of institutional opinion. For these 
and other reasons it seems to us that it would be vir- 
tually impossible to isolate Americans. from ithe CIA's 


wWedia-related activities abroad. 


Perhaps an exchange of views would lead to a better 
understanding not only of our concerns but also of the 
CIA's. We would be willing to respect your desire for 
af’ off the record,session based on the following under- 
sta i : er the session, we would inform our members 
that the session took place, the names of the NCEW officers 
who attended, the topics, in general, which were discussed, 
and whatever portion of specific information that you 
might agree to make on the record. If we felt the meeting 
was fruitful (or not) we would so report. We would also 
like to ea era ae? who participated, although 


the use Q op officials,"» or some such designation 
would be a . 


I hope that you will consider these understandings 
acceptable and that we may proceed to bring to a successful 
conclusion this yearfwhat started out early in the year 
as a confusing and complex controversy. Please address 
your correspondence to me c/o Editorial Page, St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, St. Louis, Mo. 63101. 


G09 0, lah ies, 
ES A 


John J. Zakarian 


President 
Mr. Andrew T. Falkiewicz 
Assistant to the Director of 
Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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